The Soul and God.                 53

by wisdom, by the mind.    Those who know this '
are immortal/                                                     $

It is remarkable how little the mind of the
author of this Upanishad, whoever he may have
been, is concerned with anything like proving the
immortality of the soul by arguments. And the
same applies to the religions of most of the
ancient people of the world, nay, even to the re-
ligions of savage and uncivilized races with whose
opinions concerning the soul and its fate after
death we are acquainted. No attempt is ever
made to collect arguments in support of the soul's
immortality, for the simple reason, it would seem,
that though there was undeniable evidence of the
decay and final decomposition of the body, nothing
like the death of the soul had ever come within
human cognizance. The ideas as to the manner
of life which the soul would lead after death are,
no doubt, often very childish and imperfect, but
the idea that the soul would come to a complete
end after the death of the body, the most childish
and imperfect of all ideas, belongs decidedly to
a later age. Like other sacred writings, the
Upanishads also indulged in the most fanciful